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At this critical moment Oxford was without a Vice-
Chancellor. Dr. Prideaux, Rector of Exeter College, and
Vice-Chancellor in 1641, had been appointed Bishop of
Worcester, and had left the University without formally
resigning office. The main burden of organising the
defence fell therefore upon Dr. Robert Pink, Warden of
New College and Pro-Vice-Chancel lor, who by vote of
Convocation was called upon to discharge the duties of
the defaulting bishop. Dr. Pink called out the " scholars
and the privileged men of the Universitie," and they
brought with them the "furniture of every College that
then had armes ". They were drilled in the quadrangle of
New College, to the "great disturbance of the youth of the
city," and especially of the boys at the College School,
"some of whom could never be brought to their books
again". At times the scholar-recruits who "were pro-
miscuously both graduates and undergraduates; a great
many of them Masters of Art, yea divines allso," assembled
for drill in "Newe parkes" where "they were put into
battel arraye and skirmished together in a very decent
manner". Other precautions were taken. Opposite Mag-
dalen "the high-way was blocked up with longe timber
logges to keepe out horsemen"; three or four loads of
stones were carried up to Magdalen tower to " flinge down
upon the enemie at their entrance "; a crooked trench was
dug in the road from " Newe parkes" between Wadham
and St. John's College gardens; and a strict guard was
kept at the several gates. At midnight on Sunday, 28th
August, some temporary alarm was created by the arrival
of a troop of Royalist horse under Sir John Byron, who
reached Oxford after a skirmish with some of Lord Brooke's
men near Brackley. Byron then assumed command of the
city, but his efforts to put it in a posture of defence were
seriously hampered by the townsmen. The latter weref
